Oﬃcial Program

Community Stage includes local
Hip Hop - Opera artist
The Community Stage at Jeff Fest may offer
the most interesting and unique sounds of
the festival, especially when K.F. Jacques performs his fusion of opera and hip hop.
“It’s electronic music with opera vocals” is how
K.F. Jacques, who lives in Old Irving Park, explains his musical blend. “I was producing hip
Jeﬀ Fest Starts Friday!
hits) at 4:30 p.m. and concluding Jeff Fest at hop (and) started fusing the two.”
6:45 p.m. will be the popular CATFIGHT, an As an opera singer, he had performed in cities
Welcome to the 20th JEFF FEST Arts and all female band that rocks.
in the United States and Europe, but he was
Music Festival!!
Food options will include tamales and gelato looking to take his career as an artist in a difA great lineup of bands awaits fest-goers on from one of Jefferson Park’s favorite eateries, ferent direction and got a boost when he perboth the Main and Community stages in a Ix-Chel Chicago.
formed on the Rosie O’Donnell Show. “I was
beautiful park setting in the heart of the Jef- On Saturday afternoon from about 2 to 5 p.m., her chauffeur when she was filming in Chicaferson Park community. And please bring your the Congregational Church of Jefferson Park go,” he said, and O’Donnell became intrigued
blanket or lawn chair and enjoy.
will be sponsoring children activities. (Due to when he explained to her his hip hop-opera
One of Chicago’s favorite tribute bands, pandemic-related health and other concerns, sound, inviting him to perform in 2012.
NORTHSIDE, kicks off the festival at 6 p.m. pony rides and inflatables are not scheduled K.F. Jacque described the music he writes as
Friday, July 30, playing hits from the 1970s for this year.)
“mostly love songs,” including his new “With
through present day, The headliner on Friday Daily admission to the festival is $7, with chil- You,” which has a “apocalyptic love” theme. It
is ECHOES OF POMPEII, a 10-member band dren age 12 and under free with an adult.
was written during the pandemic, and the tithat pays tribute to Pink Floyd. Echoes has Proceeds will benefit community program- tle reflects the uncertainty and worries faced
attracted some of the biggest crowds ever to ming for the Jefferson Park Chamber of Com- during that period.
Jeff Fest.
merce and Jefferson Memorial Park Advisory He added that his shows usually include “Shut
Saturday’s lineup features the following four Council. Discounted online ticket purchases It Down,” a party dance tune.
bands on the Main Stage: THE GINGERS at are available at www.ChicagoEvents.com.
K.F. Jacques is scheduled to hit the Communi2 p.m., ONE WAY STREET at 4 p.m., QUEEN Festival grounds are about a block from the ty Stage at 7: 45 p.m Saturday, July 31. Daily
EXPLOSION at 6 p.m. and the Led Zeppelin Jefferson Park Blue Line Station, making admission to the festival is $7.
tribute band KASHMIR at 8 p.m. On Sunday, public transportation a convenient option.
The main sponsor of the Community Stage is
THE MOODS will start their Motown show Please note: we kindly ask that pets not be Jefferson Park Forward, which sets the lineat 2:15 p.m., followed by LOUDERNOW (‘90s brought to the fest.
up for the stage and oversees the stage during

the three-day festival.
The following is the Community Stage lineup:
Friday, July 30: Alysha Monique (jazz/soul)
at 6:30 p.m. Poppa Da Poppa Da Pop (classic rock) at 7:45 p.m. and Thomas Comerford
Band (folk, alt-country) at 9 p.m.
Saturday, July 31: Buzz Hunter (singer/songwriter) at 5:15 p.m., Julia Merchant (singer/
songwriter) at 6:30 p.m., K.F. Jacques (operahip-hop fusion) at 7:45 p.m. and Jessica Risker
(psychedelic folk) at 9 p.m.
The Sunday, lineup will include performances by the Chicago Music and Acting Academy
at 2 p.m. and “open mic” by the Jefferson Memorial Park Advisory Council-sponsored 4th
Thursday’s Songwriters Group at 3 p.m.
Of special note, Poppa Da Poppa Da Pop features State Senator Robert Martwick on vocals and guitar. Jeff Fest is held at Jefferson
Memorial Park. The admission gates will be at
Linder & Higgins avenues and Linder & Lawrence avenues.

Friday, July 30

Jeff Fest Music Lineup

Main Stage:
6 p.m. Northside (70s – present day
rock)
8 p.m. Echoes of Pompeii (Pink Floyd
tribute)
Community Stage:
6:30 p.m. Alysha Monique (jazz/soul)
7:45 p.m. Poppa Da Poppa Da Pop
(classic rock)
9 p.m. Thomas Comerford Band (folk,
alt-country)

(schedule subject to change)

Sunday, Aug. 1

Main Stage:
2:15 p.m. The Moods (Motown)
4:30 p.m. Loudernow (90s)
6:45 p.m. Catfight (rock)

Saturday, July 31

Community Stage:
2 p.m. Chicago Music & Acting Academy
3 p.m. 4th Thursday’s Songwriters Group

Main Stage:
2 pm The Gingers (“Redheads that
Rock”)
4 p.m. One Way Street (rock)
6 p.m. Queen Explosion (Queen tribute)
8 p.m. Kashmir (Led Zeppelin tribute)
Community Stage:
5:15 p.m. Buzz Hunter (singer/songwriter)
6:30p.m. Julia Merchant (singer/songwriter)
7:45 p.m. K.F. Jacques (opera-hip hop
fusion)
9 p.m. Jessica Risker (psychedelic
folk)

Please tip the BEER TENT volunteers!!
Your tips will benefit the following groups:

Congregational Church of Jefferson Park, Save Our Lady of Victory, Eden United Church of Christ, Pope Francis
Global Academy, Jefferson Park Neighborhood Association, Jefferson Park Forward, Knights of Columbus Tonti Council, Jefferson Park Chamber of Commerce and Garrido Stray Rescue Foundation.
And Special Thanks to the Offices of Alderman James Gardiner (45th) and State Senator Robert Martwick who will
be staffing some on the beer tents of Sunday, raising funds for the Jefferson Park Chamber!!

Northside kicks off
the fest Friday at 6pm

Look what’s planned for Jefferson Park

Arts project to revitalize
Jeﬀeron Park

by BRIAN NADIG
The planned “Northside Cultural
District,” which is being designed by
the internationally recognized John
Ronan Architects, would have a positive ripple throughout Jefferson Park,
according to Gift Theatre co-founder
Michael Patrick Thornton.
“(Children) are going to be taught to
dream and to dream big,” said Thornton, who while growing up acted in one
of his first plays at the Jefferson Memorial Park fieldhouse, 4822 N. Long
Ave., across from the development site.
Jeff Fest is held in the park.
Thornton made his comments earlier this year at a virtual community
meeting hosted by Alderman James
Gardiner (45th). Some residents said
that the project would help revitalize
the business district, and both the Jefferson Park Neighborhood Association
and Jefferson Park Forward have endorsed the proposal.
“The feedback seems very positive,”
said Gardiner, who later voiced his
support for the $11 million project,
which requires City Council approval
of a planned development ordinance.
“I hope we can get this moving sooner
rather than later.”
Thornton said that he opened the Gift
at 4802 N. Milwaukee Ave., so that the
community would have its own playhouse and that the proposed museum
complex would expand cultural opportunities for area youth and others.
The Gift would serve as an affiliate of
the district, which is being developed
by Lionel Rabb and Vesna Stelcer,
founders of the Ed Paschke Art Center, 5415 W. Higgins Ave. “We live two
blocks from the site, (and) we are very

respectful and mindful” of any concerns or suggestions which the community may have about the project,
Rabb said.
Under the proposal, the Ed Paschke
center would be relocated to a new
three-story building which would be
constructed on a vacant lot at 5374 W.
Lawrence Ave. In additional, the National Veterans Art Museum would
move from its current home at 4041
N. Milwaukee Ave. to the the Ed Paschke center site on Higgins, where a
4,600-square-foot addition to the rear
of the building would be built.
Plans call for the two buildings to be
connected via a second-floor walkway
over the alley that separates the Higgins and Lawrence prosperities. The
walkway would be contingent on approval from the city Department of
Transportation.
The 55-foot-tall complex also would
be home to the new Chicago Art Center, an exhibit-focused entity, and a
98-seat auditorium, Rabb said. In ad-

dition, the sidewalk along the Lawrence portion of the project would be
widened to help make the area more
pedestrian friendly, he said.
Plans also call for a nearby café inside
the 135-year-old Esdohr House, 4820

N. Long Ave., which is located on the
grounds of Jefferson Memorial Park
and once served as the park’s craft
shop. The cafe would be operated in
partnership with the Jefferson Memorial Park Advisory Council.

